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Date: 04/03/2024
Dear Parents of Durham School for Girls Doha,

As our students transition from Primary to Secondary, Durham School for Girls Doha undergoes phases of
growth and development. This year marks our milestone 5th anniversary and our transition from a
developing school to the next phase of consolidation and growth. With this progression, we want to
celebrate our achievements and outline the exciting changes ahead.

Section 1: Honouring Half a Decade of DSGD Successes

Over the past five years, Durham School for Girls Doha has achieved exceptional growth and success. We
have upheld international standards of quality education and performance, evident through navigating
rigorous inspections, including the British Schools Overseas Inspection (BSO) and the Qatar National
Schools Accreditation (QNSA) Inspection. These achievements reflect our steadfast dedication to
providing a world-class educational experience.

Under visionary guidance, our school has set new benchmarks in education and community engagement,
positioning itself as a leader in the field. Notably, Durham School for Girls Doha achieved the historic
distinction of becoming the first all-female international school recognised as a "High-Performance
Learning World Class School." This prestigious accolade underscores our institution's dedication to

excellence and innovation.

Moreover, Durham School for Girls Doha was honoured as a Microsoft Showcase School, a testament to
our dedication to embracing innovation and technology in education. We proudly celebrated significant
milestones such as the successful administration of our first cohort of official UK exams and the joyous
graduation of our 6th-form class, marking significant milestones in our journey of growth and
development.

Over the past five years, Durham School for Girls Doha has undergone remarkable growth and
development under the exceptional leadership of Vanessa Whay, our esteemed Principal. From its
inception with 560 students to now boasting a thriving community of 1300, the journey has been nothing
short of extraordinary.

Beyond her professional accomplishments, Ms Whay's character radiates within our school community.
With three decades of teaching experience, including twenty years as a principal, her expertise and
passion for education are evident. As the founding Principal of Durham School for Girls Doha, Ms Whay's
visionary leadership and open-door policy have left an indelible mark on our institution.

We are delighted to share that the Board of Directors has decided to expand our educational group by
opening a new school. Recognising Ms Whay’s exceptional track record and success, they have chosen
her as the ideal candidate to lead this new venture and ensure its success. Accompanied by Samantha
Whay Jenkins, our beloved Operations Director, Ms Whay will embark on this exciting journey to establish
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yet another esteemed institution within Qatar. While Ms Vanessa Whay will bid farewell to Durham School
for Girls Doha in June, her legacy will continue to inspire and guide us. Miss Whay will form part of the

strategic leadership team of the Group so we aren’t losing her; we are keeping her close by, and she will
be there to guide and support our new leadership team.

Section 2: DSGD Transitioning into the next phase of growth and opportunity.

With the strategic employment of Ms. Joanne Hayward as the Head of Secondary in January 2024, we are
poised for a seamless transition in leadership. Ms. Hayward brings a wealth of experience and a fresh
perspective that aligns seamlessly with our vision for the future. Her appointment as the new Principal
starting August 2024 promises to propel Durham School for Girls Doha to even greater heights.

Ms Hayward brings with her a wealth of experience and a fresh perspective that aligns seamlessly with
our vision for the future. She has held senior leadership positions including Deputy Principal and Principal
at prestigious schools in the UK such as the Mount School in York and most recently Plymouth College.
Ms Whay’s confidence in Ms Hayward's abilities underscores our belief that she is the perfect fit to carry
forward the legacy of Durham School for Girls Doha.

As we transition leadership, Ms. Whay is diligently utilising the next four months until the end of the
school year in June 2024, to ensure a seamless handover process. Her commitment to a thorough
handover reflects her dedication to the continuity and success of our school. We are grateful for Ms
Whay's guidance during this transition period, which ensures that Durham School for Girls Doha remains
steadfast in its pursuit of excellence.

Section 3: Welcoming Ms Joanne Hayward as Our New Principal Starting August 2024.

We are delighted to introduce Ms Joanne Hayward, who will assume the role of DSGD Principal for the
upcoming academic year commencing in August 2024, whose extensive experience and visionary
leadership promise to propel Durham School for Girls Doha to even greater heights. With a distinguished
career spanning various educational roles, Ms Hayward brings a wealth of expertise and a deep
commitment to fostering holistic excellence.

During her tenure as Head at her previous school, Ms Hayward demonstrated unparalleled leadership in
all facets of school management. Her ability to engage key stakeholders and foster meaningful
connections within the community will be a great asset to DSGD’s growth and reputation.

As an advocate for educational innovation and inclusivity, her unwavering dedication to student welfare
and academic excellence has earned her widespread admiration and respect.

With a passion for nurturing talent and fostering a culture of collaboration, Ms Hayward's experience
extends beyond school boundaries, highlighting her commitment to advancing education on a broader
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scale. We are confident that Ms Hayward's visionary leadership, coupled with her proven track record of
success, will usher in a new era of excellence and innovation at Durham School for Girls Doha.

Section 4: Ms. Joanne Hayward's Vision for Durham School for Girls Doha

Moving forward, Ms Joanne Hayward envisions a bright future for Durham School for Girls Doha, focusing
on positive change and opportunities to elevate DSGD to new heights. She is committed to fostering a
value-driven community, prioritising academic excellence, strengthening community links, and prioritising
student wellbeing.

Under the dynamic leadership of Ms Joanne Hayward, Durham School for Girls Doha is poised for a
transformative journey towards excellence and growth. With her visionary approach to education and
unwavering commitment to the school's success, a bright future filled with opportunities for advancement
and innovation lies ahead.

As Ms Hayward takes the helm, she brings with her a wealth of experience and a deep understanding of
what it takes to nurture a thriving educational community. With a focus on building strong foundations
and fostering a culture of collaboration and inclusivity, she envisions Durham School for Girls Doha as not
just a place of learning but a vibrant hub of creativity, discovery, and growth.

Central to Ms Hayward's vision is the concept of community engagement and empowerment. By
harnessing the collective strengths of students, parents, staff, and stakeholders, she seeks to create a
supportive and nurturing environment where every individual can thrive.

In order to give you the chance to ask any questions about this transition and the future development of
the school, we would like to invite you to meet Ms. Whay and Ms. Hayward at an event where further
information will be given.

Over the next few months, we will continue to update you as we celebrate exciting events including our
May Fair, Prizegiving, and graduation.

We would also like to wish all of our families and community, Ramadan Kareeem.
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